CHAPTER II

(327-184 B.C.)

IT may be said that the history of Kathiawad is the
history of India in miniature. Especially is this true
when we consider that with the exception of the invasion
of Alexander the Great, all descents upon India which
have occurred throughout the ages have affected the
province either directly or indirectly. It was not likely
that a country so rich and so holy would pass unnoticed
and untouched by conquest. The wealth to be acquired
by possession of the prosperous seaport towns which
carried on such a flourishing trade with foreign countries
was not a thing to be ignored, and so the lust of wealth
which could be collected by a mere raid, or by possessing
its trading facilities, rendered Saurashtra a land worthy
of attention.

The difficulty of tracing a connected history is as great
in the case of the part of India as in that of the whole.
This is so because scarcely at any time has a single ruler
ruled the entire peninsula. The history of India is the
history of each of its component parts, and it is but
natural that that of the most prominent should in a
manner do service for that of the remainder. To record
connectedly the history of each separate small kingdom
would be an impossibility. The sources of information
are so scant that even a general connected account of the
whole is marred by gaps which yet remain to be bridged.
Contemporary literature is too scanty to be of much
service, though an exception must be made in favour of
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